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Observe the abbreviated, seemingly superfluous underline extending from the “ L ih “Paul” to slightly
beyond the “ A in “Averly” [sic].

Consider that the misspelling of the surname produces a phonetic LEE pronunciation.

Observe Zodiac’s placement of his new mystery symbol: above his familiar “ Z” character and located in the
“Return Address” region of a U.S. envelope.

Zodiac identifies the new symbol with his name and/or location.

Zodiac ascribes a value to this symbol equal to or greater than his “ Z” and cross-circle symbols [next page].
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Z 0 d I HatlawsenCard (Open- Inside) |:
(Mailed to Paul Avery, SF Chronicle: Oct. 27, 1970)
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(Mailed to SF Chronicle: Feb. 14, 1974)
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» This would be only the fifth (at most) Zodiac correspondence since the ‘70 Halloween card—the card that
contained the intricate mystery symbol never reproduced again.

» Observe the specific reference (hint?) to “old Norse” language and spelling.
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NS L Aard (Closer Inspection)
(Mailed to SF Chronicle: Feb. 14, 1974)

> Observe the reference to “initials.”

» Contrast the boldness and thickness of pen impression for the “ L &nd “ A Versus the inchoate formation
of* S&d*“ Y inh “SLAY.”

» Contrast these faltering specimens of “ S &nd “ Y to the remaining well-defined occurrences of these
characters from the same correspondence [previous page].
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Zodi aco0s Correspondenu

Provides Further Evidence of the Perpetrator’s Inclination to
Pedantic Word-Play and Hints to Catch Himself

» Zodiac posesasthe® Co n c e r n e ahd n@ils & code-keynctib card hint for the solution to his 408
cipher (mailed to VPD Det. Sgt. John Lynch: Aug. 10, 1969): “Dear Sergeant Lynch, I hope the enclosed

key will prove beneficial to you in connection with the cipher letter writer.” [Paper sheet enclosure]: “A -
G -S-backwards L ...”

[Robert Graysmith, Zodiac Unmasked, p. 47]

» The Anonymous Zodiac Watch letter (mailed to SF Chronicle: Nov. 1970): “Dear Sir, . . . The trademark
on the face of the watch is identical to that used by the notorious killer. Since I’ve always read in the
press that the crimes have been interpreted as some sort of astrological thing. The fact that such a
singular hyrogrific [sic] effect is in fact a watch brand emblem seems somehow interesting.”

[Robert Graysmith, Zodiac Unmasked, p. 43]
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nRnZodi aco Correspondenu

Consider the following Anonymously Taped Voice Message
(Sent to SF Attorney, Melvin Belli: June 9, 1982)

» “‘I’m going to find out everything there is to know about this ring and the symbols on it.. . . It had
been the ring of a blind Norse godThe things that have happened because of this ring are unbelievable.
I’m laying this stuff on ya because I know of your sincere interest the last time the Zodiac was active . . .
you’re the very best of attorneys in the U.S. today. Now the reason that this cop could not catch Zodiac or
even relate to him is because he has such a spiritual background, such a reasonable amount of intelligence.
He is the most intelligent man in the United States today. . . . He has a ring on his finger decorated with
a sign of the Zodiac. . . Now remember well, my slim friend (heh, heh, heh), his full power consists in
the power of words and the jumbling of words. . . . His attack was first with the knife, then with the gun,
the rope, then reverting back to the knife for the blood ritual itself. . . . Darlene Ferrin had seen Zodiac kill
someone. . . .” [Graysmith: “a fact not widely known until four years later”]

[Graysmith, Zodiac Unmasked, p. 239; bold added]
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Evidence Exists thatZodiac had EmployedRunology

To Build his Identity in the Earliest Letters

Mailed to Riverside PD
(Apr. 30, 1967)

Mailed to Riverside Press-Enterprise
(Apr. 30, 1967)

Click to 1BY1PPIPPXIFTY FABFRYINP AR+ 4

Proceed
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Medieval Runes
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n Analysis of Zodiac Symbol fromHalloweenCard & Envelope u
(Mailed to Paul Avery, SF Chronicle: Oct. 27, 1970)II
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=| Analysis of Zodiac Symbol fromHalloweenCard & Envelope |:
(Mailed to Paul Avery, SF Chronicle: Oct. 27, 1970)

v" There is only one Zodiac prime suspect with these initials.

v “L.” and “A." are the initials of Arthur Leigh Allen’s preferred name:
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=| Analysis of Old NorseRunes |:
Zodiac Combined the Younger “FUTHARK” with Medieval “FUTHORC” (Dotted)
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The Younger Futhark: Danish leng-branch runes and &
Swedish/Norwegian short-twig runes. Medieval Runes

Click on image for original at Wikipedia.org Click on image for original at Wikipedia.org

Associations

Phonetic English Equivalent

Rune Name
Ansuz [A] “God”: Odin
(Wisdom & War)
Laguz [L] “Water”: Sea or Lake
(Varying Calm or Treacherous)

11
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Art hur Leigh All enos COD

And Witness Testimony Provide Evidence of an Inclination to
Similar Word-Play, Offers to Catch the Zodiac, and ScandinavianLanguage

» Allen writes: “Namely, what type of furry denizens of the Phylum Rodentia did you discover? Didn’t know
it was a phylum, did you? Look under ‘Allen’s Revision of the North American Fauna; 1975.” The recent
elevation in stature was due to the correction of the former drastic underrating of said ‘order’. Why, I’ll bet
you didn’t even know that some early primates were burrowing animals. . . . They were ‘chased back to the
trees’, as it were.”

[Letter mailed to Harold Huffman: Sep. 22, 1975, p. 1; Allen’s original punctuation and emphasis]

[Zodiackiller.com <http://www.zodiackiller.com/AtascaderoLetterl.html>]

» Consider the “unusual” (hint-laden?) letter Det. Dave Toschi received from Arthur Leigh Allen after Allen’s
release from his Atascadero sentence (Mar. ‘75 — Aug. ‘77): “If I can ever be of any help to you just let me
know. I’m sorry I wasn’t your man.”

[Graysmith, Zodiac, p. 260]

» Donald Lee Cheney (one-time friend of Allen) to Graysmith: “[Leigh Allen] looked a lot like Dan Blocker,
‘Hoss’ Cartwright on the Bonanza television show . . . [Leigh] had a big white cowboy hat he would wear. . .
. Leigh would smile and say, ““Hoss” is Scandinavian for Good Luck’”

[Graysmith, Zodiac Unmasked, pp. 75-76; bold added]
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=| Witness Testimony Characterizes Arthur Leigh Allen |:
As Having an Affinity for Arcane, Occult-Like Symbology

» Graysmith concludes his analysis of the June 9, 1982 anonymously taped voice message to Melvin Belli:
“The speaker knew of a Zodiac ring such as Allen had worn since the murders begaa ring compelling
Zodiac to do horrible things. The unknown voice might not be Zodiac, but his remarks about a Zodiac ring
were truly unsettling.” [Graysmith, Zodiac Unmasked, p. 239; bold added]

> “[Allen], obsessed with ‘The Most Dangerous Game’ since high school, received a Zodiac watchfrom his
mother on December 18, 1968, and began wearing a second birthday gift,ar i n g wan it h. . [8FEDD
Det. Dave] Toschi continued to probe. He noticed Allen was wearingar i n g w ioh ihanddahe Zodiak
watch. . .. But the prime suspect still flaunted his connection to the case [ca. 1987]—saving articles about
Zodiac and perversely wearing the Zodiac watchand Z-emblem ring.” [ibid., pp. 43, 119, 252; bold added]

» Toschi to Graysmith: “The brother [Ronald Allen] went and searched the basement of Allen’s house himself,
and he found cryptography books.” [ibid., p. 378; bold added]

» SFPD Det. Bill Armstrong to Graysmith: “Ron [Allen] had informed us that he had observed some
cryptogram-type materials, but was unsure if they were related to Zodiac. No further action was taken
regarding a search of 32 Fresno and the basement there.” [ibid., p. 59; bold added]

» “Karen [Leigh’s sister-in-law] recalled the paper she had seen in Leigh’s hand in November of 1969. This
was the note she had mentioned to Toschi and Armstrong years before. . . . ‘It was covered with strange lines
of symboils. . . . “This is the work of an insane person,” [Leigh] replied. . . . and replaced it in a gray metal
box he kept in his room.”” [ibid., p. 199; bold added]

» Philip Tucker (Leigh’s supervisor and one-time friend) to Toschi: ““I only show this particular thing to very
certain people,’ [Leigh] said. . . . He then took a paper from a gray metal box . . which had symbols or
codes or cryptograms . . .” [ibid., pp. 50-51; bold added]
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The Occultist |:
And the Mystery “Man at the Painting Party” (May 24, 1969)

» Zodiac victim — murdered Vallejo, CA resident — Darlene Ferrin was described by some friends and family as
taking (a dilettantish) interest in “witchcraft” and the “occult.” [Graysmith, Zodiac, p. 42]

» Pam Suennen (the victim’s younger sister) explained that a certain man would initiate these occultist
discussions with Darlene. He demonstrated an obsession toward “ D e and was one of her regular customers
at Terry’s Restaurant. Pam had witnessed this same man deliver mysterious packages for her sister at the
Ferrins’ Wallace St. doorstep. When she came face-to-face with him, he told her “that under no circumstances
was [she] to look in that package.” Pam attests that he was “the man at the painting party.” [ibid., pp. 15, 42-
43]

» Linda Del Buono (the victim’s older sister) to Robert Graysmith regarding the guests at Darlene’s house-
painting party on May 24, 1969: “Ron Allen; and a stocky man in a business suit and tie.” Linda describes this
uninvited guest as “the only one dressed neat.” Everyone else had old jeans on and was painting Darlene’s
new house. “I definitely know how he looks . . . and Darlene was scared to death.” [Graysmith, Zodiac
Unmasked, p. 412; original emphasis]

» Pam to Graysmith: “The stranger had a short common nickname—Lee. It was ‘Lee,” L-E-E, not ‘Leigh,’ and it
wasn’t his last name. There was this guy at the party who I think is Zodiac.” [ibid., p. 413]

» “Ron Allen’s [Leigh’s brother’s] name had been on the guest list for Darlene’s painting party.” Donald Cheney
quotes Karen Allen (Leigh’s sister-in-law, at that time a former schoolteacher, educated in social work) as
recalling Ron and “Leigh going to a painting party . . . and Leigh was dressed in a suit and tie. Karen was
using that as an example of [Leigh] being unadjusted to social things.” [ibid., pp. 413-14]

» “Also, according to a police report, an unidentified male named ‘Lee’ was known to associate occasionally
with Darlene. (Allen was known by his middle name, spelling it ‘Lee.”)” [Tom Voigt, Zodiackiller.com, “The
Suspects: The Allen-Zodiac Connection”]
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The Occultist
And the Mystery “Man at the Painting Party” (May 24, 1969)

On June 10, 1977 — in the presence of a federal investigator who taped and wrote down every word — the
Ferrins’ babysitter recalled witnessing a few months before Darlene’s murder, a man in a white sedan
watching the Ferrin house (on the evening of February 26, 1969). When alerted to the situation, Darlene is
described as “[seeming] to know who he was” and stating that “he doesn’t want anyone to know what I saw
him do. I saw him murder someone.” [ Graysmith, Zodiac, pp. 14-15, 199]

Graysmith (to SFPD Inspector Dave Toschi, Jan. 19, 1981): “Also, according to Linda and some of her
friends, there was a man bringing Darlene presents from Mexico. All they knew was that he was called [Lee].
She described him with close-cropped hair, paunch, muscular. It sounds a lot like [Allen]. Evidently she got
the connection across because the police were looking into people named [Lee].” The gifts included a
Mexican belt and “silver dollar” purse, a flower-print fabric (clothes from which, Darlene had changed into on
the night of her murder), and ““a package the size and shape of a bundle of money. . . . Leigh [Allen] and his
chums had made a trip to [Tijuana] Mexico about that time, feasting on lobster on the beach.” [Graysmith,
Zodiac, p. 292; Zodiac Unmasked, pp. 409-10]

Darlene’s family, friends, and co-workers talking to Graysmith: Pam Suennen: “Someone [at the painting
party] mentioned something to the effect that somebody had been following Darlene and Darlene changed the
subject and said, ‘Don’t worry about it, nobody’s going to hurt me. . . . Nobody’s going to do anything.’”
Bobbie Oxnam: “She would make a statement every once in a while that she was having trouble or she was
terrified of this guy.” Bobbie Ramos: “About the beginning of June [1969], Darlene told me of a man
watching her.” [Graysmith, Zodiac, pp. 18-20]

Recalling separate conversations with Darlene, Suennen and Oxnam suspect that she got mixed up in some
kind of “trouble” when she and her first husband, Jim had honeymooned in St. Thomas and the Virgin Islands.
Rumors persisted that there on the islands Darlene may have seen a murder. [Graysmith, Zodiac, p. 22; Zodiac
Unmasked, p. 408]

January 25, 2010 Copyright © 2010 R. P. Ackerman 15



The Occultist
And the Mystery “Man at the Painting Party” (May 24, 1969)

Just days before her death, Darlene told Christina (youngest sister): “Really, something big is gonna happen. .
.. I can’t tell you yet, but it’s going to be this week.” Then hours before her murder, Darlene had an argument
in Terry’s parking lot with the man in the white sedan. Responding to Christina who witnessed the
altercation, Darlene stated: “You’ll read about it tomorrow in the papers.” [Graysmith, Zodiac Unmasked, p.
417]

Linda (to Graysmith) quoting Blue Rock Springs victim Mike Mageau recovering at the hospital: “Dee,”
Darlene’s nickname among family and friends was used by the shooter during the attack. Additionally, “Lee”
was the name of the man in the white sedan trailing Darlene and Mike. [ibid., pp. 419-20]

Donald Cheney (to Graysmith): “There was the business about Darlene saw him [Arthur Leigh Allen] kill

somebody, or he just may have wanted to close her mouth. Darlene may have been blackmailing him.” [ibid.,
pp. 427-28]

“‘Did Leigh ever discuss an afterlife?’ I asked Cheney much later. ‘What were his feelings?’

“Victims to be slaves in the afterlife,” replied Cheney tersely.” [ibid., p. 145]
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Dar | ene A4 rr raNogéeso |:
RPA’s Hypothesis for a Lead to Their Interpretation

» OnJuly 7, 1969, several days after the murder of Darlene Ferrin, her husband Dean turned over her diaries,
contact lists, and sundry papers from her purse to VPD Det. Sgt. John Lynch. These included a yellow
photo envelope “with strange words written on it.” In Darlene’s handwriting on the edge of the envelope
were: “hacked,” “stuck,” “testified,” and “seen.” A series of partial words were also visible: “acrqu,”
“acct,” “calc,” and “icio.” Additionally, Darlene had circled the printed words: “on,” “by,” and “at” while

she had scratched out the word: “highly.”

[Graysmith, Zodiac, pp. 41-42]
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Dar | ene iS4 rr raNogeeso |:

RPA’s Hypothesis for a Lead to Their Interpretation

Name Phonetic Rune Association

[a€] F Ash Tree

[k] ,L Chalice

[i] | Ice

Click t
I: Prcl)f:eeg 5I?§ o
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Dar | ene fnFsd rrraNogseso
RPA’s Hypothesis for a Lead to Their Interpretation

The word, “ calc” is the name of a specific Anglo-Saxon rune.

Observe that the “ Aes¢ Anglo Saxon (Futhorc) rune shares it’s shape and first phonetic letter with the
“Ansuz’ rune from its sister system — the Scandinavian (Younger Futhark).

Compare the approximate match of Darlene’s listed morphemes (word fragments) to the phonetic sounds of
rune names. Some of these specimens share a similar phonic structure as if they show her alternate attempts
to interpret the same codeword.

Consider that the spelling variants and improvised nature of the notepaper (envelope) may be explained by
the possibility that Darlene was learning the code verbally (over a home- or pay-phone). Darlene leaves no
trace of rune symbols themselves (at least none shown by authorities to the public), which would indicate the
level of secrecy she and her partner(s) were exercising.

I hypothesize that Darlene was using this envelope to decipher a message from her confidant and mentor in
Runology: Arthur Leigh Allen. Could her scratched out word (“highly’”) have been preparation for a coded
greeting: “Hi Lee”?

| further postulate that the complete words on the envelope and some of the other morphemes that she lists
are evidence of a message she had received pertaining to a past crime (by Allen) and its consequences.
Identify her “decoded words: “ h a ¢ kK*esdt ,u*ctke s't‘i e ed., ™
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Ciphers and Runology
As Courtship and Dating Ritual for Arthur Leigh Allen

» Karen Allen (Leigh’s sister-in-law) to VPD Sgt. Jack Mulanax: “[Leigh] hated women. ‘He has never had a
serious relationship with a female of his own age . . . .”” [Graysmith, Zodiac Unmasked, p. 52]

» Santos “Sandy” Panzarella (acquaintance of Leigh’s from having attended Cal Poly with Leigh’s brother,
Ron) to VPD Sgt. Jack Mulanax: “Leigh just pretended to be interested in women . . . . Eventually he gave up
even that slender pretext.” [ibid., p. 52]

» Donald Cheney to Graysmith: “[ Arthur Leigh Allen] liked women, but they just didn’t like him.” [ibid., p.
82]
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Ciphers and Runology
As Courtship and Dating Ritual for Arthur Leigh Allen

+» Consider the following testimony as relates to Arthur Leigh Allen and his proclivity to use ciphers to

communicate on at least one other occasion with a female whom he wished to impress. This is recounted by a
woman whose mother, “Bobbie Harris” started dating Allen when she was about twelve, trained for her high
school diving team with Allen, knew him “all through the Navy. . . . and used to go to Allen’s house all the
time.” [Graysmith, Zodiac Unmasked, pp. 268, 270-71]

“He never attempted to kiss her . . . and never made any sexual advances.” [Graysmith: “Allen admitted that
he had never had a successful relationship with a woman.”] [ibid., p. 271]

“He [Allen] often wrote to my mother and used the signals used by the Navy [semaphore] flags at the bottom
of the letters. The notes he wrote her were done in blue-ink-type pens—felt-tip pens. She threw away most of
the early letters. | wish she had kept them. She burned the rest after her knowledge of Allen being sent to
Atascadero [for child molestation].” [ibid., p. 272]

“He used to drive by my parents’ home and stop and stare in the windows from the street. That’s when my
mother put in an alarm system in their home. . . . She used to get mysterious phone [hangup] calls so she got
an unlisted number.” [ibid., p. 266]

“There was one point in time, either when my mother had just gotten married or when she had visited him
alone, that he said, ‘I’ll never forgive you for what you did.” She let it drop and never pursued what it was. . .
. That’s always puzzled my mother.” [ibid., p. 267]
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Ciphers and Runology |:
As Courtship and Dating Ritual for Arthur Leigh Allen

v Note how Allen’s codes to Bobbie Harris are described as located ““at the bottom” of the letters — where one
would expect to find a personal expression of emotion, a sign-off, or signature.

v" Use this related evidence to reflect on the possibility that Allen implements his language of symbol systems
not just to impress women but as personal ritual that he associates with courtship and dating.

v" Consider how the eventual (perceived) loss of affection from his first “love,” Bobbie may well have acted as
at least one dormant trigger to his psychopathy as the Zodiac.

v" I submit that not only was Arthur Leigh Allen the “man at the painting party” and dangerously obsessed with
Darlene Ferrin, but that he had a dilettantish interest in the occult insofar as symbology and Old Norse runes.
Analogous to his earlier use of semaphore code during his relationship with Bobbie, Allen sought to impress
Darlene with his “gifted” IQ (~136) while stroking his ego. To this end he was compelled to show-off his
arcane knowledge to win her favor.

v" | posit that Allen, with his fascination for codes and intrigue, had provided Darlene (perhaps under coercion)
with a secret solution key (comprised of runes) for their method of communication. | further propose that these
simple substitution messages, of which I believe Darlene’s “strange” notes to be evidence, would be included
with the packages of gifts and money that he delivered to the Ferrin doorstep under strict instruction that they

be opened by her alone.

v | recommend that the authorities further scrutinize any extant similar correspondences, notes, etc. of victim,
Darlene Ferrin (and other Zodiac victims) with consideration to my discovery of simple substitution ciphers
based on Runologyand directly connected by signature (i.e., the Halloween card) to former Vallejo resident,
Arthur Leigh Allen.
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Old Norse Runes: A Suitable Secret Code
For Both the Zodiac and Arthur Leigh Allen

v' Consider Zodiac’s declarations, both plain-written and encoded, to collect slaves for an afterlife — as

iIf he envisioned himself a god (the Ansuz rune: Odin). Recognize that the ancient Scandinavian
peoples employed a cross-circle symbol — similar to Zodiac’s identifier — in their recorded writings.
Investigator Robert Graysmith describes Zodiac’s training as including: cryptography; horoscopes,
astrology; and knowledge of ancient cults. [Graysmith, Zodiac, Appendices, p. 320]

In his books, Zodiac and Zodiac Unmasked, Graysmith has researched extensively the significance of
bodies of water (the Laguz rune: Water) as relates to the Zodiac crime scenes and in particular,
suspect Arthur Leigh Allen. “Almost all the homicides attributed to [Zodiac] involved students killed
in or around their cars near bodies of water and places named after water.” [Graysmith, Zodiac
Unmasked, Intro. p. XI; original emphasis]

Examine Zodiac’s “ E X 0 r _detteisrdceived by the SF Chronicle (Jan. 29, 1974) just two weeks
before the anonymous “ S L £afd and only the fourth (at most) correspondence since Zodiac’s
Halloween card.

Compare Tom Voigt’s solution to the * E X 0 r letter s invdlving the manipulation of letter glyphs
(including a dot above the “ 1) vith my solution for the Halloween card — likewise involving the
rotation of letters (““Old Norse” runes) per punctuation that Zodiac provides.

v Understand that the translation of the Laguz and Ansuz runes in Zodiac’s given order — according to

hints provided via diacritical mark (dieresis) and punctuation —is “L. A.”

v" | conclude that the only prime suspect with those initials, a penchant for occult-like symbology, and a

pedantic interest in word-play — specifically, Scandinavian language — calls himself, Leigh Allen.
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